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Wildside Press, United States, 2004. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.What Froude says of
history is true also of astronomy: it is the most impressive where it transcends explanation. It is not the mathematics of astronomy, but the wonder
and the mystery that seize upon the imagination. The calculation of an eclipse owes all its prestige to the sublimity of its data; the operation, in itself,
requires no more mental effort than the preparation of a railway time-table. The dominion which astronomy has always held over the minds of
men is akin to that of poetry; when the former becomes merely instructive and the latter purely didactic, both lose their power over the imagination.
Astronomy is known as the oldest of the sciences, and it will be the longest-lived because it will always have arcana that have not been penetrated. . .
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