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[.]uncommon, and oGen hold their ground for a considerable period. Beside the vogue of Waller, for example, the duration of Lyly s reputation was
comparatively brief. More than a century aGer the publication of his poems, Waller was hailed by the Sidney Lee of the day in the Biographia
Britannica of 1766, as the most celebrated Lyric Poet that England ever produced. Whence comes this striking contrast between past glory and
present neglect? How is it that a writer once known as the greatest master of English prose, and a poet once named the most conspicuous of English
lyrists, are now but names? They have not[.].
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