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*xx Our world runs on fossil fuels. It is estimated that oil production will drop to half of the peak amount around 2030. What will happen as we
reach the point where there is no practical way to get whatever is still in the ground? Fossil fuels are in decline, but recoverable reserves of metals
are also becoming less plentiful. Electricity will be in decline worldwide because it is produced mainly with fossil fuels. Without mechanization,
irrigation, and synthetic fertilizer, yields for crops of any sort drop considerably, and famine is inevitable; it will simply not be possible to maintain a
global population of the present size. Those who expect to survive and prosper will be those who have mastered the art of subsistence farming. In
Tumbling Tide, Peter Goodchild examines what life will look like in the post-peak world, exploring such topics as housing, food production,
education, and politics, and delivers the troubling news that solar panels and vegetable patches won t be enough. Tumbling Tide differs from
similar books in the sense that it provides far more detail about the effects of peak oil in the coming decades, and examines the social effects -
crime, cults, craziness, and chaos - that could stem from this crisis.
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