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Child nutrition programs is an overarching term used to describe the U.S. Department of Agriculture s Food and Nutrition Service (USDA-FNS)
programs that provide food for children in school or institutional settings. The best known programs, which serve the largest number of children,
are the school meals programs: the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and the School Breakfast Program (SBP). The child nutrition programs
also include the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), which provides meals and snacks in day care and after school settings; the Summer
Food Service Program (SFSP), providing food during the summer months; the Special Milk Program (SMP), supporting milk for schools that do not
participate in NSLP or SBP; and the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP), which funds fruit and vegetable snacks in elementary schools. This
report presents an overview of the benefits and services these programs and related activities provide as well as participation and funding
information. The report emphasizes details for the school meals programs and provides an orientation to the operations of the other programs.
The child nutrition programs are largely open-ended, appropriated entitlements, meaning that the funding is appropriated through the annual
appropriations process, but the level of spending is dependent on participation and the benefit and eligibility rules in federal law. Additionally,
recipients of appropriated entitlements may have legal recourse if Congress does not appropriate the necessary funding. Federal cash funding and
USDA commodity food support is guaranteed to schools and other providers based on the number of meals or snacks served, who is served (e.g.,
free meals for poor children get higher subsidies), and legislatively established (and inflation-indexed) per-meal reimbursement (subsidy) rates. In
FY2013,...
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