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*****.Excerpt from Scrope, or the Lost Library: A Novel of New York and Hartford Half-A-Dollar, halfadollarfadollafadollafadollafadollathat sbid
now, give more f ye want it! Half-a-dollar five-eighths three-quarters - Three-quarters I m bid: will you say a dollar for this standard work octarvo
best edition harf morocker extry? Three-quarters Im bid, three-quarters will ye give any More? Three-quarters,
threequarttheequarttheequawttbeequawttheequawt one dollar shall I Have? Thus vociferated, at a quarter past five o clock in the aIernoon of Tues
day, January 9th, A.D. 186 -, with the professional accelerando and with a final smart rising inflection, that experienced and successful auctioneer
Mr. Rowland Ball, a broad-shouldered powerful looking man of middle height, with a large head, full eyes, a bluM look, spectacles and plenty of stiM
short irongray hair. A tall personage, old, gaunt and dry, but apparently strong, with dusty black clothes and a stove-pipe hat, pulled down over his
eyes, in the front row of seats, a little to one side of Mr. Ball s desk, answered in a grave dry deliberate voice, Seven-eighths. But it s damaged. No
tain t either sharply answered the auctioneer, what do ye mean, Chase? Catalogue says so. It says the titlepage is greasy. Every man at once
examined the catalogue he held in his hand, and a laugh arose as one and another detect ed the mistake that old Chase was jesting about. The
printer s proof-reader - as sometimes happens even to proof readers - had been half learned, and out of the halfness of his learning had substituted
lubricated which he knew, for rubricated, which he did not, and the catalogue bore that the book had a lubricated...
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