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Slouch Hat Publications, McCrae Australia, 2007. Hard Cover. Book Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition: New. First Edition. 232 pages index notes
b/w photos - No work of fiction contains more drama or surprise than this biography of Dr Joseph Espie Dods, the talented but little-known doctor
who was Brisbane's Government Medical OEicer from 1901 until 1930. Supreme good luck and dire misfortune alternated in the life of this modest
man, in an age when integrity and propriety were expected of public figures, and duty took priority over personal convenience. Espie Dods's story is
illuminated by his remarkable family members; his entrepreneur father who made a fortune in the New Zealand gold rush in the 1860s, but who
died when Espie was only two years old; his well-connected Melbourne-raised mother whose business acumen held the family finances together ; his
doctor stepfather, a militia stalwart, and member of the Queensland Legislative Council; his charming and fashionable wife, once described by the
Press as the 'jewel of Brisbane society' ; and not least, his cultivated and celebrated older brother, Robert Smith Dods, the internationally famous
architect. On the darker side of the story are typhoid fever and death in South Africa, Plague in Brisbane, hangings at Boggo Road Gaol, the Lock
Hospital and the Dunwich Lunatic Asylum, the General Strike of 1912, and the horrors of two wars. Once wounded, and twice decorated for bravery,
Espie Dods was at Sunnyside with the Queensland Mounted Infantry, at Anzac with the 5th Light Horse Regiment, and at the Somme with the 1st
Division AIF. The book includes the text of his Gallipoli diary, letters from the Front, and his hand-written notes on casualty evacuation at Pozières,
where he was responsible for the management of 6633 wounded Diggers. Espie Dods was elected President of the...
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