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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 80 pages. OCLC Number: 54936181 Excerpt: . . . I. HATI
HATI ! ( BE CAREFUL ! ) All Wet in Jakarta Its always a stroke of luck to arrive in a country during a natural disaster. You discover the governments
true interests and capabilities. I landed in Jakarta during the worst flooding in the citys history, unsure if I could make it to my hotel. Riding in a
jacked-up van, it took hours to make it through flooded sections of the boulevard connecting the airport to the city, with immersed cars blocking
lanes wherever the road dipped and wading beggars directing traJic. The rain fell and the waters continued to rise as we drove. The only path to
my hotel was through a web of oJice parking lots, since the streets were flooded on all sides save one of the building, which stood on a slight rise
above a canal. Inside the lobby, the usual developing country unreality set in, with everything in perfect order, as if we were in Orlando instead of in
a drowned city with four-hundred-thousand people driven from their homes and the death toll already above fiKy. An even greater disconnect
awaited me in my room. From my window, eight floors up, I looked down on a beautifully-kept, deep-green hotel garden and a blue pool,
surrounded by hedges that barely concealed razor wire. Just beyond our little fenced-in hill, not fiKy yards from the hotel doors, the surrounding
kampungs - working class neighborhoods a Westerner would mistake for slums - had water up to their second stories and looked like a flooded
battlefield. Residents waded through water up to their waists, or chests, or necks, with their most cherished possessions wrapped in cloth...
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