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*****The seasonal ebb and flow of migratory birds is one of the most complex and compelling dramas in the natural world. Driven by a genetic
memory millions of years in the making, these animals embark twice each year on long-distance journeys between their breeding areas and
wintering grounds. Their travels traverse states, landscapes, and oceans throughout the hemispheres linking the countries, peoples, and ecosystems
they visit. The conservation and management of animals capable of such impressive mobility requires strong federal leadership to foster effective
partnerships among the many nations, states, provinces, tribes and organizations that are woven together by the flight paths of these remarkable
species. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is the principal federal agency charged with protecting and enhancing the populations and
habitats of more than 800 species of migratory birds that spend all or part of their lives in the United States. The Service is committed to
undertaking an unprecedented level of cooperation and coordination to protect and conserve these international treasures. The Migratory Bird
Program of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service enjoys a rich and successful tradition. It has been instrumental, on its own and with partners, in
delivering bird conservation throughout the hemisphere for several decades. It is a critical hub through which much is accomplished. This strategic
plan outlines the future direction of the Migratory Bird Program and how it will continue to contribute to bird conservation in North America and
around the world. Like a blueprint it lays out the goals and design for a promising future for migratory birds. This blueprint reflects the collective
wisdom of many people and groups that care deeply about birds and their...
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