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guard. The whole island was surrounded by a high fence with iron spikes. No stone houses were permitted to be built, and the interpreters, clerks,
and servants were spies, whom the Dutch were obliged to pay. The few ships allowed to come annually were searched and their arms and powder
taken away. A more annoying and thorough system of imprisonment and espionage was never devised. Although subject tb this oppression and
contumely, the Dutch continued their trade--one or two ships going from Batavia every year--until Japan was thrown open to the world by means
of the action of the American expedition of 1853. But before speaking of that expedition we must allude to the idea which has been extensively
entertained that there were formerly, and until quite recently, two Emperors at the same time in Japan. This erroneous idea was conceived in this
way. About the year 1200, of our era, the then Emperor created a supreme general, called Shogun. Each Shogun owed allegiance to the Emperor,
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