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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1854 Excerpt: .principal of the school, had charge of the Observatory, until the year
1845, when Professor Walker was called by Mr. Bancroft, then Secretary of the Navy, to a position in the National Observatory at Washington city.
Here his presence was soon felt in the increased energy of the well-directed efforts of the corps of observers. It was during Mr. Walkers brief sojourn
at the National Observatory that he commenced his well-known investigations in regard to the planet Neptune. These he continued while his health
permitted, through the remaining years of Ids life, with increasing interest for astronomers. While residing in Philadelphia, Mr. Walker had acquired
the wann friendship of Dr. A. D. Bache, Superintendent of the United States Coast Survey, and on retirement from the National Observatory
accepted Dr. Baches offer to take charge of the astronomical department of the Survey, for the determination of the latitudes and longitudes of the
principal stations of the main triangulation by astronomical observation, and subsequently of the differences of longitude by aid of the electric
telegraph. This important office Professor Walker continued to fill during the remainder of his life, to the entire satisfaction of Dr. Bache and credit
of the country. It was here that he found encouragement to extend and perfect the different methods of scientific investigation which his ever-active
mind was continually suggesting; its acuteness and delicacy were evinced on many occasions: we may instance his detection of a delay in the
transmission of the galvanic...
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