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NED WYNKOOP AND T HE LONELY ROAD FROM SAND C REEK. 

University of Oklahoma Press, Norman, 2011. SoAcover. Condition: New. 336 pages. SoAcover. New book. BIOGRAPHY. When Edward W. Wynkoop
arrived in Colorado Territory during the 1858 gold rush, he was one of many ambitious newcomers seeking wealth in a promising land mostly
inhabited by American Indians. AAer he worked as a miner, sheriE, bartender, and land speculator, Wynkoop's life drastically changed aAer he
joined the First Colorado Volunteers to fight for the Union during the Civil War. This sympathetic but critical biography centers on his subsequent
eEorts to prevent war with Indians during the volatile 1860s. A central theme of Louis KraA's engaging narrative is Wynkoop's daring in standing up
to Anglo-Americans and attempting to end the 1864 Indian war. The Indians may have been dangerous enemies obstructing "progress," but they
were also human beings. Many whites thought otherwise, and at daybreak on November 29, 1864, the Colorado Volunteers attacked Black Kettle's
sleeping camp. Upon learning of the disaster now known as the Sand Creek Massacre, Wynkoop was appalled and spoke out vehemently against the
action. Many of his contemporaries damned his views, but Wynkoop devoted the rest of his career as a soldier and then as a U.S. Indian agent to
helping Cheyennes and Arapahos to survive. The tribes' lifeways still centered on the dwindling herds of buEalo, but now they needed guns to hunt.
KraA reveals how hard Wynkoop worked to persuade the Indian Bureau to provide the tribes with firearms along with their allotments of food and
clothingÑa hard sell to a government bent on protecting white settlers and paving the way for American expansion. In the wake of Sand Creek,
Wynkoop strove to prevent General Winfield Scott Hancock from destroying a Cheyenne-Sioux village in 1867, only to have the general ignore him
and start a war....
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