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and, last and greatest of these, the Baptist; then the first days of the kingdom of heaven. The words imply a series of Divine messengers, completed
by Christ himself, the great Messenger of the Covenant, with whom a new era of light was to begin. The close of the chapter alludes to the history, in
Genesis, of the overthrow of Sodom, and bears a solemn testimony to its historical truth. b. Matt. xii, 3, 7: Have ye never read what David did when
he was a hungered, and they that were with him? But if ye had known what this meaneth, | will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have
condemned the guiltless. The appeal is here made to a simple history in the first book of Samuel; from which, compared with the words of Hosea,
an inference is drawn that the act of his disciples was quite lawful. But there is also a reference to the law of Moses with regard to the tabernacle or
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