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youth, and might, without presumption, hope to hold his own against any antagonist. Matadeen, on the other hand, was fair-complexioned and
lightly moulded; but what is lacking in bulk is not unfrequently more than counterbalanced, even in matters of sheer strength, by superior quality.
As a swordsman, most of the older hands preferred the form of Matadeen to that of his more massive rival. And then there was the temper of the
two men to be taken into consideration. The life and bringing up of poor Gopal had been such as to foster his natural vindictiveness and impatience
of all control. Poor old Rama had always taught his idolized son that he ought to have his own way in everything, and at once. This was not a
training calculated to insure his success against cool and skilful fencing. But Heerabhai was no judge of such matters. She was only an enamoured...
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