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IRAQ: BAC KGROUND AND U.S. POLIC Y (PAPERBAC K)  

Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.The 115th Congress and the Trump Administration are considering options for U.S. engagement with Iraq as Iraqis look beyond the immediate
security challenges posed by their intense three-year battle with the insurgent terrorists of the Islamic State organization (IS, ISIL/ISIS). While Iraq s
military victory over IS forces is now virtually complete, Iraq s underlying political and economic challenges are daunting and cooperation among
the forces arrayed to defeat IS extremists has already begun to fray. The future of volunteer Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) and the terms of
their integration with Iraq s security sector are being determined, with some PMF groups maintaining ties to Iran and anti-U.S. Shia Islamist leaders.
In September 2017, Iraq s constitutionally recognized Kurdistan Regional Government held an advisory referendum on independence, despite
opposition from Iraq s national government and amid its own internal challenges. Over 90 of participants favored independence. With preparations
for national elections in May 2018 underway, Iraqi leaders face the task of governing a politically divided and militarily mobilized country,
prosecuting a counterterrorism campaign against IS remnants, and tackling a daunting resettlement, reconstruction, and reform agenda. Over 3
million Iraqis have been internally displaced since 2014; billions of dollars for stabilization and reconstruction eHorts have been identified. Iraqi
Prime Minister Haider al Abadi is linking his administration s decisions with gains made to date against the Islamic State, but his broader reform
platform has not been enacted by parliament. Oil exports, the lifeblood of Iraq s public finances and economy, are bringing diminished revenues
relative to 2014 levels, leaving Iraq s government more dependent on international lenders and donors to meet domestic obligations. The United
States has strengthened its ties to Iraq s...
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