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Slavery Question: Delivered in the House of Representatives, May 19, 1860 Such sympathy was not
necessary for its occurrence, nor can it be obtained for its repetition. Those marauders were
doubtless encouraged by the unpatriotic teachings of the leaders of the self-styled Republican
party. For that party has notoriously and unblushingly employed every epithet of disparagement,
and every form of misrepresentation of the people and institutions of the slaveholding States. Its
orators and press have been too successful in their efforts to incense the great mass of the party
with bitter hostility toward their confederate brethren of the South. And, alas! too often has
religions fanaticism been invoked and the sacred office debased in fomenting strife and discontent
under the wholesome restraint of existing laws. The thorough investigation now being prosecuted
before the Senate committee, will, in my judgment, undoubtedly show that of the teeming millions
of the North but a very insignificant and irresponsible number were actually implicated in that raid.
Nevertheless, sir, the offence was of the...
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