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Science budget has grown much faster than NASAs total budget since FY 1993. In 1992, the Science budget represented only 24 percent of the overall
NASA budget while it represents 32 percent of the Agencys budget in FY 2007. NASAs Science budget is moderated to 1. 5 percent growth in the FY
2007 budget request compared with the amount appropriated for NASA in FY 2006 ( in accordance with NASAs Initial Operating Plan provided to the
Committee ) and then 1 percent per year thereafter through FY 2011. In the FY 2007 budget, there are some additional budget shifts within the
Science portfolio to rebalance the program to better reflect our original science priorities and remain consistent with the FY 2006 Budget
Amendment. Within the Science budget, the Solar System Exploration budget provides 1, 610 million to fund missions to all solar system bodies and
to maintain the Deep Space Network. Mars exploration is kept at roughly its current level of funding which allows missions every 26 months when
the Earth and Mars are in planetary alignment. Mars will be the most thor-oughly studied planet besides our own Earth. NASA continues a series of
openly competed missions for Discovery, New Frontiers, and Scout missions to various planetary bodies in the solar system. Juno, a competitively-
selected mission to study Jupiter, is slated to be the next New Frontiers mission, following the New Horizons mission on its way to Pluto after its
successful launch in January. After extensive reviews, NASA has extended the mission...
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