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From the Press; Letters; Speeches, C The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of Joseph Bryan, of Alabama, for himself
and his associates, Geo. Nicholas Sanders and others, praying the establishment of a line of steamers from the United States to the coast of Africa,
designed to promote the colonization of free persons of color, to suppress the African slave-trade, to carry the mails, and to extend the commerce
of the United States, beg leave to submit the following report: - Present System Of The Government In Regard To The Creation Of A Steam Navy. The
proposition of the memorial involves an extension of that system, recently commenced by Congress, which has for its object the creation of a
powerful steam navy, to be used in time of peace in carrying the mails, and in effecting great public objects, not to be attained by private enterprise
without the aid of Congress. How far it may be desirable to extend this system will depend upon the double consideration of the present condition of
our naval force, and the importance and feasibility of the ends to be accomplished by the measure. As to the first of these, the committee will
present a brief statement of the facts material to a correct understanding of the comparative extent of our present steam navy. In the report of Mr.
Secretary Bancroft, made to the Senate on the 2d March, 1846, the total effective steam navy of Great Britain was stated, at that time, to...
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