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Alphascript Publishing Feb 2010, 2010. Taschenbuch. Condition: Neu. Neuware - Kelp forests are underwater areas with a high density of kelp. They
are recognized as one of the most productive and dynamic ecosystems on Earth. Smaller areas of anchored kelp are called kelp beds. Kelp forests
occur worldwide throughout temperate and polar coastal oceans. In 2007, kelp forests were also discovered in tropical waters near Ecuador.
Physically formed by brown macroalgae of the order Laminariales, kelp forests provide a unique three-dimensional habitat for marine organisms
and are a source for understanding many ecological processes. Over the last century, they have been the focus of extensive research, particularly in
trophic ecology, and continue to provoke important ideas that are relevant beyond this unique ecosystem. For example, kelp forests can influence
coastal oceanographic patterns and provide many ecosystem services to humankind. However, the influence of humans has often contributed to
kelp forest degradation. Of particular concern are the effects of overfishing nearshore ecosystems, which can release herbivores from their normal
population regulation and result in the over-grazing of kelp and other algae. 84 pp. Englisch.
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