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**xxx Excerpt from One Nights Mystery: A Novel A girl who has so many wilful ways, She would have caused Job s patience to forsake him, Yet is so
rich in all that s girlhood s praise, Did Job himself upon her goodness gaze, A little better she would surely make him. A Gray, quaint Canadian town,
a dozen rows of straggling streets, tin-roofed houses that wink and twinkle back the frosty fall sunshine - houses uniform in nothing except their
dulness and their glistening metal roofs. Dull, very dull they certainly are; two-storied, many-windowed, of dingy red brick or gloomy gray stone;
depressing beyond all telling to the eye and mind of the solitary stranger doomed for his sins to drag out a few dreary months in the stagnant - well,
let us say - town of Petit St. Jacques. Stagnant - that is the word. Life long ago lay down for a siesta there, and never woke up. Religion is the only
thing that seems at all brisk. Many gilt spires point upward to the blue Canadian heaven; a full score of bells clash forth each Sunday, and thrice on
that day, and thrice each week-day, the great booming bell of the dim old Cathedral de Notre Dame chimes forth the Angelus Domini, as you may
hear in some dreamy, world forgotten town of old France. Beneath its gray stone arches tall pines and feathery tamaracs toss their green plumes in
the salt breezes from the stormy gulf, and brilliant-plumaged, shrill-voiced Canadian birds flit among the branches. In the fiercely hot, short-lived
Canadian summer grass grows green in the market-places and busiest streets of Petit St....
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