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Lewis is a quirky engineer, an outsider with a million questions about schedules, deadlines, and why Joan does what she does. Can they overcome
their differences long enough to save their Space Empire from a crippling shortage of resources? The gas-collecting balloon ship Sojourner lies
dead in space, its life support inexplicably frozen. One lost repair ship means searching a vast maze of tubing. A single failed component planetside
can halt dozens of projects and jeopardize the countdown to a critical launch window. So we can move people in three or four days? asked
Anthony. Well, after we finish sandblasting. said Joan. So this is sandblasting? asked Anthony. Well, he can say something besides How long will this
take? said Joan. After the sandblasting is finished, however long that takes, then the room is sprayed with foam insulation. The foam stabilizes the
temperature and seals the room from air leaks. It also protects the room from minor vibration. At that point the people who build the room come in
with plumbing, electrical, temperature control, walls, air quality and pressure. The next day after they are finished the furniture moves in, and then
the people. So, it s a minimum of a week. It s more if you leave because there is no one else to operate your sandblaster. Then we train them how to
build more rooms and we go on to something else. Like...
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