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century. Understanding of gas trointestinal (Gl) disease followed the growth of the basic sciences and gastroenterology&apos;s involvement in
scientific research during the latter half of the 20th century. Early in the 20th century, gastroenterology was yet an undefined activity without clinical
or scientific guidelines. Diagnostic approach to the digestive tract was minimal. Valid con cepts of disease were lacking. Visceroptosis, sitophobia,
and "colonic autointoxication" were common "diagnoses." Therapeutic resources were scarce. | Part I. Colorectal PhysiologyAbsorption-Secretion
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