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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. Shock and Alarm: What it was really like at the US Embassy in Iraq is a riveting behind-the-scenes expose of daily life at the Baghdad
Diplomatic Compound in 2009, providing an insightful look at the culture clash taking place between the Islamic world and the West. This is Hugh
Iwanicki s personal story of the eleven months he served as a performance auditor for the ODice of the Inspector General at the Embassy. His
journal of unforgettable experiences juxtapose the mundane with the bizarre, moving from discussions of constitutional law with Sharia attorneys
to several near-death experiences, as well as the strange bedfellow s tale of a regional embassy housed in a Shiite-owned Temporary Marriage
Honeymoon Hotel. For comic relief, there are also the misadventures of the Blackwater contractors, Marines, diplomats, and plumbers who
inhabited the Green Zone and made the best of the Coalition embassy parties, where the women, though far outnumbered, were in full control of
the men. And then there s the story of how the Embassy got an unlimited supply of free beer, thanks to a Sharia law against alcohol. Iwanicki s
startling autobiographical account brings to light the human, the brutal, and the bewildering sides of life among the Iraqis, Jordanians, and
Kuwaitis, as well as the mind-bending ironies and paradoxes encountered by the jumbled crew that lived within the confines known as the US
Embassy in Iraq. Shock and Alarm pulls back the curtain on the bunker mentality of the prison, where a grinding monotony was pierced by near-
daily rocket attacks and week-long sand-storms. It also reflects on Iwanicki s first-hand experiences of the Middle East s Islamic culture, framing
disturbing questions about...
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