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presence is a cargo of Scotch whisky. The author, who is a teetotaler and a bit of a priss, observes with awed restraint as the voyage from Liverpool
to New Orleans and on to Houston disintegrates into a binge, the consequence of 960 bottles of Vat 69 disappearing during transit. Freeman s
powers of description are stunning: the voyage comes alive with its curious assemblage of seamen, all exceptionally human in their cunning and
folly, in their aspirations and failures . Alun Richards, editor of the Penguin Book of Sea Stories : | thought it was marvellous and read it avidly. | was
on one of these hooligan boats myself and Norman Freeman has captured it perfectly . This could fit into our maritime list as well as apeal to a
wider readership that we are reaching with...
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