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University of California Press, United States, 1984. Paperback. Condition: New. Revised ed.. Language: English . Brand New Book. From the
Introduction, by Caroline Walker Bynum: The opportunity to rethink and republish several of my early articles in combination with a new essay on
the thirteenth century has led me to consider the continuity - both of argument and of approach - that underlies them. In one sense, their
interrelationship is obvious. The first two address a question that was more in the forefront of scholarship a dozen years ago than it is today: the
question of differences among religious orders. These two essays set out a method of reading texts for imagery and borrowings as well as for
spiritual teaching in order to determine whether individuals who live in different institutional settings hold differing assumptions about the
significance of their lives. The essays apply the method to the broader question of differences between regular canons and monks and the narrower
question of differences between one kind of monk - the Cistercians - and other religious groups, monastic and nonmonastic, of the twelfth century.
The third essay draws on some of the themes of the first two, particularly the discussion of canonical and Cistercian conceptions of the individual
brother as example, to suggest an interpretation of twelfth-century religious life as concerned with the nature of groups as well as with affective
expression. The fourth essay, again on Cistercian monks, elaborates themes of the first three. Its subsidiary goals are to provide further evidence on
distinctively Cistercian attitudes and to elaborate the Cistercian ambivalence about vocation that | delineate in the essay on conceptions of
community. It also raises questions that have now become popular in nonacademic as well as academic circles: what significance should we give to
the increase of feminine...
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