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Practical Chemistry, in All Its Applications to Pharmacy, Arts, and Manufactures Probably few of our readers are ignorant that a most brilliant
member of this erratic celestial family is now a conspicuous object in the northern, heavens. It first made its appearance on Sunday evening last,
after sunset, when, as the clouds cleared away, it was suddenly discovered shining as bright as a star of the first magnitude, and almost rivalling the
magnificent comet of 1858 in brilliancy and development of tail, whilst it far surpassed it in the diameter of nucleus. An opportunity which perhaps
may never occur again is thus allowed for physicists to become acquainted with the intimate constitution of these mysterious visitors. On the
occasion of the last appearance of so brilliant an object, in 1858, philosophers could do little more than examine it through their telescopes, and
wonder, and speculate on its constitution. Since then, however, science has made rapid strides, and we are at the present time in possession of
methods of analysis vastly more searching and powerful than any known previously. Chemists can now analyse, in the most rapid and accurate
manner, almost everything which is visible to the human eye. It matters not whether the body possesses a tangible substance or not, whether it is
close at hand in a test-tube or millions of miles away; if it only fulfils the one condition of emitting light, it is almost certain to reveal the secrets of its
composition when submitted to the new development of spectrum analysis....
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