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to the Title of the State to Certain Lands in the Woonasquatucket Valley: And Establishing Boundary Line Between the City of Providence and the
Town of North Providence In order to facilitate their examination into the public records, legal authorities, and historical facts, with which the whole
question was surrounded, and make it more thorough than it could be made by the whole committee, without great labor and expense, a sub-
committee, consisting of Jerome B. Kimball, Arthur M. Kimball and Sullivan Ballou, was appointed, to make the necessary investigation. The results
of that investigation were afterwards presented to the committee by the Attorney General, in an argument advancing and supporting the claim of
the State, to the fee of all lands in the Woonasquatucket valley covered by tidewater; and were answered by James M. Clarke, Esq., City Solicitor of
the city of Providence, who appeared for the city, said city being not only a thatch-bed proprietor, but interested in other lands embraced in the
terms of the resolution, which were tilled in by the city in the winter of 1857-8, Your committee do not deem it necessary to make a full report upon
the title of the State to the lands embraced in the resolution appointing the committee. Should your honorable body, however, see fit to sanction the
conclusions of your committee as hereinafter expressed, they will hereafter present in full their opinions and conclusions thereon, together with the
historical and legal authorities upon which those opinions and conclusions are based. In the early history of our colony, when the grass that grew in
the salt marshes was deemed more valuable for agricultural purposes than at the present day, it...
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