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From the PREFACE. This work does not aim to say everything about theism. I have rather sought to give an outline of the essential argument which
might serve as a text for teachers and as a somewhat critical survey of the subject for other readers. Kant pointed out that the ontological
argument properly proves nothing, and that the cosmological and the design argument depend on the ontological. The argument, then, is not
demonstrative, and rests finally on the assumed existence of a perfect being. In a diBerent form I have maintained the same position; but so far
from concluding that theistic faith is baseless, I have sought to show that essentially the same postulate underlies our entire mental life. There is an
element of faith and volition latent in all our theorizing. Where we cannot prove, we believe. Where we cannot demonstrate, we choose sides. This
element of faith cannot be escaped in any field of thought, and without it the mind is helpless and dumb. Oversight of this fact has led to boundless
verbal haggling and barren logic-chopping, in which it would be hard to say whether the aBirmative or the negative be the more confused. Absurd
demands for proof have been met with absurd proofs. The argument has thus been transferred from the field of life and action, where it mainly
belongs, to the arid wastes of formal logic, where it has fared scarcely better than the man who journeyed to Jericho from Jerusalem. The
conclusion is that theism is the fundamental postulate of our total life. It cannot, indeed, be demonstrated without assumption, but it cannot be
denied without wrecking all our interests. This claim has been especially...
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