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*****.Most Pakistani historians are not intellectually honest while dealing with this issue. On the surface it was a simple issue, ie how were the
diFerent provinces to be represented in the parliament. The Bengalis who were about 54 of the total population (with at least theoretically 44 seats
in the First Constituent Assembly out of a total of 79 seats)7 but had been sidelined from leading the Muslims by the Hindustani Muslims because of
backwardness in education now rightfully demanded that representation in parliament should be according to population. The simple reason for
delay in constitution making and one which is evaded by most non- Bengali historians was the fact that all non-Bengali leaders including Liaquat
and almost all leaders from Punjab were not willing to grant the Bengalis their natural right ie representation in the parliament as per population!
The Punjabis who were just 20 of the population (22 out of 79 seats) were the second most dominant group in the period 1947-51 following the
Hindustani Muslims who dominated political power because of Liaquat s Prime Ministership and by virtue of representation in the civil service. Both
these groups ie the Hindustani Muslims and Punjabi Muslims were not in favour of giving Bengalis their representation as per population. They
despised the Bengalis and looked upon them as inferior species. The reason for this attitude was the fact that there were very few Bengalis in the
civil service and the army and the Hindustani and Punjabi Muslims were convinced that they by virtue of more education, greater representation in
civil service and the army and in the Muslim League were the natural leaders of Pakistan. A new and...
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