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Science-Gossip | think all the members of the family are vegetable feeders, and may be seen grabbing with the pack among Confervae and decaying
water-weed. The mastax is also extruded on the ventral surface - there is a bend of the carapace for this purpose - and may sometimes be watched
nibbling at the surface of a weed. The cilia as usual are used to create currents, bringing streams of sediment into the mouth, and in swimming. |
kept the water by me, examining it from time to time, always finding fully grown individuals (figs. 9 and 10); but with these were other forms,
smaller and of different outline. As time went on some Philodina made their appearance, the Metopidia decreased in size, then in number, until on
the Tth of April, from a dip that would a month previously have produced hundreds, | could only find one, which is of the shape shown in figs. 7 and
8; also five or six Rotifer vulgaris, two or three Philodina citrina, and several Monostyla lunaris. | also found Callidina parasitica, which | was puzzled
to account for till | observed an Assellus creeping among the decaying weed at the bottom of the jar on April 20th. The Callidina had left the body of
the host, and in their independent state were certainly thriving and many in number. At first | was inclined to regard the various forms of Metopidia
as different species, but watching the appearance of a young one from the egg (figs. 1 and 2), | was puzzled by its great difference in outline from
the parent species, and by the presence of short spines at the base of...
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