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*****.Excerpt from Objections to Public Schools Considered: Remarks at the Annual Meeting of the Trustees of the Peabody Education Fund, New
York, Oct; 7, 1875 All other considerations appear to be subsidiary to this. The most general objection is, that the government has no right to tax the
people for the education of their children. It is here implied that the government constitutes one party, and the people another, which, in republican
States, is untrue, both in theory and in practice. It is also implied that the acknowledged power of taxation vested in the Legislature is so limited as to
exclude the support of schools, whereas it is a discretionary power, which may, indeed, be abused, but for the abuse of which a remedy is at hand in
the sovereignty of the people. Chief-Justice Marshall says, The people of a State give to their government a right of taxing themselves and their
property; they prescribe no limits to the exercise of this right, resting confidently on the interest of the Legislature, and the influence of the
constituents over their representatives, to guard them against its abuse. A State Legislature has, therefore, a legal right to tax the people for schools.
The question then turns on the point whether it has a moral right to exercise its constitutional power in this way. It has been maintained that the
State has no such right, and roundly asserted that it is robbery to take the hard earnings of one man to educate the children of another. Abating the
exaggeration of the statement, and putting it in the proper form, that the property of all is taxed for the education of...
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