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The Textbook of the Constitution: Magna Charta, the Petition of Right Whatever may be thought of the execution of this work, I have little fear of the
chief portion of it being censured, so far as regards the design. An attempt to arrange in a simple form, and to place before the public, in a few
easily accessible pages, the great principles of our Constitution, - to prove their antiquity, to illustrate their development, and to point out their
enduring value, - will surely, in times like the present, not be discouraged as blameable; and, in the strange dearth of really useful treatises on this
all-important topic, it will hardly be slighted as superfluous. I am aware that I assume a more questionable and diEicult function in proceeding to
consider what political measures should now be taken, in order that our Constitution may extend its benefits more amply, and more securely for the
future. But this branch of the subject is intimately connected with the other; for, the same earnest and long-continued studies which teach the
historical inquirer to believe in and venerate the great principles of the English Constitution, also display to him the workings of its normal law of
progress, its plastic power of self-amelioration and expansion, through which alone we may hope to see the exigencies of the present and of the
coming time supplied, not only without danger, but with additional security to the fundamental institutions of ages past. It is in the first place
necessary to have a clear idea of what we mean by the word Constitutional. For, there are few terms in our language more laxly employed than this
word and its...
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