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detailed information about the distribution of implementation similarity between the product variants. This information is usually not available, as
the product variants were modified independent of each other. The motivation for this dissertation is hence to provide the needed similarity
information and thus support the migration of existing system variants towards software reuse. T The main contribution of this dissertation is a
reverse engineering approach for obtaining information about the source code similarity of existing product variants. Compared to existing
approaches, it delivers more detailed similarity information, reduces the analysis effort, and allows for improved correctness of similarity
information understanding. The approach models the variant products as hierarchical, intersecting sets of uniquely identifiable elements, and
expresses the similarity of the variants using set algebra. The resulting similarity information is available on any abstraction level, from a single
code line to a whole product. The approach proposes a generic analysis framework, which can be used for...
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