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*****.Excerpt from The Rural School in the United States One need not feel called upon to make any apology for oEering a study on the Rural
School in the United States, It is felt by those most competent to judge that it is one of the most pressing of all our educational problems. There has
been a birth of interest in this important subject within the past dozen years. An increasing number of educators and public spirited men have
devoted more or less attention to this subject, and we have several recent studies on a rather comprehensive plan. But none of them have been
taken as a pattern for the present study. It follows a plan of its own. Its one object is to show the typical rural school in its limitations, its manifest
defects; and then to point out what it might be made. It does not belong to those studies which find a remedy for an existing evil in some pet theory
or legislative act. The rural school can be brought up to what such an institution ought to be only by a great campaign of enlightenment and
education along broad lines. Public opinion must be shaped, and the public will aroused to activity. This points to a sphere of influence and activity
for educational and social leadership in the near future that is unprecedented in our educational history. Hence, in the reconstruction of the rural
school there is room for the play of all sorts of talent and all kinds of activity along many lines Some of the great needs are more money, better
teachers, better schools plants and school grounds, a much improved...
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