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***** Schools and universities teach the principles of linear thinking on the basis of which, given any type of system, it s always possible to find a
mathematical operation that represents the system s behavior in all possible situations. This mental approach generates an entire series of more
than slightly important consequences. Foremost is the conviction that everything which isn t quantifiable has no value and, therefore, must be
neglected, should be excluded from any form of knowledge that wishes to be considered science. The mechanistic (or reductionist) vision of reality
has brought about a radicalization to the concept of specialization and to its abuse. In a company, there are specialists for each department or
function, and no one has the knowledge anymore of the various processes as a whole, from the beginning to the end. No one goes to the general
practitioner for a medical check-up anymore, they go instead to specialized centers, where they are controlled by - in alphabetical order - the
cardiologist, dermatologist, dentist, ear-nose throat specialist, endocrinologist, gastroenterologist, hematologist, internist, neurologist,
ophthalmologist, orthopedist and even the podiatrist, but not the psychologist, faithful to the conviction that body and mind are two completely
separate parts and, if one feels pain in his body, the cause cannot by any means have anything at all to do with the soul. As an alternative to the
linear, Cartesian, reductionist or mechanic way of thinking the author explains the so-called holistic or da Vinci-like approach. Engineers inspired by
such a vision will learn by doing, through their experiences, and will therefore sharpen their senses: to see while looking, to hear while listening, to
feel while touching, to sniff while smelling. They will develop...
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