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**xxxx Excerpt from Minority Report: Of Committee of Congress Appointed to Inquire Into the Interference of the President in the Affairs of Rhode
Island in 1842 In view of these facts, they, (the memorialists, ) in behalf of their democratic fellow-citizens, request the House of Representatives to
inquire whether the President exceeded his powers in the alleged interference, c.; whether the members of the said House from the State of Rhode
Island are entitled to their seats and, finally, in italic emphasis, they request that Congress would execute the guaranty in the national convention, of
a republican constitution, in favor of that which was rightfully and duly adopted in this State in December, 1841, and established and carried into
effect by the organization of a government under it in May, 1842. In order to present a partially connected argument upon the charges and
doctrines of the memorial, we desire to strip it, in advance, of those collateral allegations, which tend to confuse, although they do not obscure, the
material purpose of the appeal. The result to which all tends, and to the attainment of which all is made subsidiary, is the establishment, by the
agency of Congress, of a constitution which failed of success through the instrumentality of effort by violence. With the dispersion of the insurgent
forces at Chepachet, and the prior flight of their leader, ended the attempt to impose by force upon the people of Rhode Island a form of
government which, when sought through the legitimate channels, had been rejected. And in December, 1842, a constitution, liberal in its provisions,
ample in its concessions to the claim of extended suffrage, was, by the deliberate...
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