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interactive eFects of nature and culture within specific locations and times. This entails connecting human actions (historical events) and specific
coordinates of place and region (locational inquiry). Most of the essays in this volume employ the variant of ecological inquiry that the author calls
the staple approach, focusing on primary production (agriculture, forestry, fishing) and its societal ramifications. Locational inquiry queries the
spatial distribution of historical events: Why was mortality in early Virginia highest in a small zone along the James River? Why did cities flourish in
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