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Forgotten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Martyred
Fool: A Novel The prosperous and rising settlement of Koollala, so far as it was visible from the root of the big gum-tree on which the small boy sat,
consisted of ten or a dozen houses built of weatherboard, and set on stilts, to save them from the rain which occasionally rushed down from the sur
rounding heights, or the waters which occasionally tres passed from the creek below. The rudely split planks Of which these scattered tenements
were built had once been white, but were now purple gray, rusty gray, green gray, from exposure to all sorts of weather. Everywhere among the
scattered houses were evidences of a rough cultivation, but in all the unfenced fields great charred stems of trees stood up like monuments of ruin,
and the prosperous and rising settlement looked at least as much like a graveyard as a village. The land had been cleared to the water s edge, but
behind the knoll on which the small boy sat, sinking in sombre bowl after sombre bowl of foliage, lay the unbroken primeval forest. The waters of
the creek ran five or six hundred feet higher than the land in their immediate neighborhood, but many a thousand years ago they had been caught
in a cleft Of granite, and unable to break through that strong boundary, still held their first course toward the greater waters of the ocean. What
with cold and what with hunger, what with a certain eerie sense of loneliness and a certain bitter chafing against the world at large, the small boy
gritted his teeth and had to close his eyelids very tight and hard to prevent the ?ow of...
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