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online resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents The Bismarck had put up a most gallant fight against
impossible odds, worthy of the old days of the Imperial German Navy, and she went down with her colours flying. - Vice Admiral John Cronyn Tovey,
commander of the task force fighting the Bismarck Immensely powerful and thickly armored, armed with eight 15-inch guns aimed by one of the
most sophisticated target acquisition systems of its day, the Third Reich s premier battleship, the KMS Bismarck, left an indelible trail of legends
behind it during its single, fatal foray against the British in 1941. Victorious over the HMS Hood, prowling the Arctic waters north of England, and
circling in a desperate effort to evade the Royal Navy and reach the safety of Brest in France, the Bismarck s first and last combat voyage lasted a
brief total of eight days. Though well-constructed for the most part and extremely formidable, the KMS Bismarck did not represent the world s most
powerful battleship at the time, subsequent myth-making notwithstanding. The Americans, Italians, and indeed the pre-invasion French already
possessed equal or slightly superior combat craft. The Japanese soon produced much stronger vessels. Nevertheless, Nazi Germany deployed no
warship more powerful, so the Bismarck s loss caused a disproportionately high loss of German morale and a similar boost to English confidence
during one of the darkest periods of the war. Naval warfare in 1941 sat on the cusp between the past - when battleships and their massive...
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