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slavery movement, not a year, sometimes hardly a month passed, that did not bear open its record the report Of mobs, almost always ferocious in
spirit, and sometimes cruel and blood-stained in act. It was the first instinctive and brutal response Of a pro-slavery people convicted Of guilt and
called to repentance, and it was almost universal. W herever anti-slavery was preached, honestly and effectually, there the mobocratic Spirit
followed it, so that, in those times, he who escaped this ordeal, was, with some justice, held to be either inefficient or unfaithful. Hardly a town or
city, from Alton to Portland, where much anti-slavery labor was bestowed, in the first fifteen years of this enterprise, that was not the scene of one of
these attempts to crush all free discus sion of the subject of Slavery, by violence or bloodshed. Hardly one Of the earlier public advocates of the
cause that was not made to suffer, either in person or in property, or in both, from popular violence - the penalty of Obedience to the dictates of his
own con science. Nor was this all Official countenance was often given to the mad proceedings of the mob, or if not given, its protection was
withheld from those who were the Objects of popular hatred; and, as if this were not enough, legislation was invoked to the same end. It was sug
gested to the Legislature of one of the Southern States, that alarge reward be offered for the head of a citizen of...
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