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The pioneers who followed in the wake of Daniel Boone, a century ago, were thrown on their own
resources in all respects. Gunpowder was one of the necessaries of life for men in daily peril from
wild beasts and more savage Indians; but its importation was attended with expense and difficulty.
Hence they sent out such strolling chemists as happened to be among them, to hunt for niter beds.
These were found in considerable quantities under the shelter of ledges at the heads of ravines. The
jutting crags reminded them of Gothic cathedrals and the ruins of baronial castles (as one of them
expressed himself in writing to his friends), and therefore they called the smaller ones Rock Houses,
and the...
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