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**xxx Excerpt from The Revelation of St. John, Vol. 1: Expounded for Those Who Search the Scriptures The Revelation of St John was for a long time
a shut book me. That it was necessary here to lay open a new path; that neither the course pursued in the older ecclesiastical, nor that of the
modern Rationalistic exposition was to be followed, | never entertained a doubt. The constantly renewed attempts at fresh investigations resulted
only in a better understanding of particular points, but accomplished nothing as to the main theme. | was not the less persuaded, however, that the
blame of this obscurity lay not in the book itself, with the divine character of which | was deeply impressed, but in its exposition; and | did not cease
to long for the time when an insight might be granted me into its wonderful depths. Several years ago, | was visited with what was, in other respects,
a heavy season of affliction, which obliged me to discontinue for some months my official duties. | looked about for a rod and staff that might
comfort me, and soon lighted on the Revelation. Day and night | pondered on it, and one difficulty vanished after another. At the period of my
recovery, there was scarcely a point of any moment respecting which | did not think | had obtained light. | had still, however, after becoming well, to
finish my Commentary on the Psalms. Then | went to my task with the greatest eagerness. The sad times of March 1848 did not interrupt, but rather
expedited my labours. It was my purpose to have issued the two volumes of the...
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