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*****This work provides short biographical sketches of some of the early 20th century s most important individuals, from John Muir to Herbert
Hoover. Once, when | had been telling a group of children some stories of the heroes of old, one of the number who had always followed the tales
with breathless interest, said: Tell us the story of a hero of to-day! There are no heroes to-day, no real heroes, are there? put in another. Oh, of
course | know there are great men who do important things, he added, but there isn t any story to what they do, is there?-anything like the daring
deeds of the knights and vikings, or of the American pioneers? Of course | tried to tell the children that the times in which we live bring out as true
hero stuff as any time gone by. Nay, | grew quite eloquent in speaking of the many phases of our complex modern life with its many duties, its new
conscience, its new feeling of individual responsibility for the welfare of all. Then I told the stories of some of the heroes who are fighting in the
patient modern way, not against flesh and blood with sword and spear, but against the unseen enemies of disease and pestilence; against the
monster evils of ignorance, poverty and injustice. We decided that the modern viking, Jacob Riis, had a story that was as truly adventurous as those
of the plundering vikings of long ago; that Dr. Grenfell, the strong friend of Labrador, had certainly proved that life might be a splendid adventure;
and that the account of Captain Scott s noble conquest of every danger...
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