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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Saul: A Mystery
Gospels, I have endeavoured generally to regard them, in dealing with the story of Saul. What latitude Ihave allowed myself, has usually been in
accordance with admitted canons of criticism, or at least such as not materially to aBect the fact. The purely imagina tive portions of the poem, will
be found symbolical of principles which I deemed it important to keep in mind; and this remark I make with special allusion to the part sustained in
the plot by the Ideal of an evil spirit. I was not satisfied, as a mere dramatist would be, with representing the apostate monarch as a prey merely to
his own con?icting passions: for the Christian is bound to believe that, like all who tri?e with their election of god, he had become the subject of
infernal excitement to sin, and to ruin. This fear ful truth I have not cared to explain away aEer the pert and conceited philosophy of an age that
lacks the greatest element of noble mind - religious Venera tion. Exhibiting this principle in the conception of Merodach, I have also united with it an
illustration of the evil conscience and unrepented sin, which gave Satan such advantage over the soul of his servant. That haunting of remorse,
which the greatest of poets has so powerfully pictured in the blood-boltered Banquo, Ihave more feebly symbolized in the dody/ of (zea?t, which the
Evil Spirit is represented as inhabiting for the purpose of producing, in his Victim, the deeper despair. From the Hadad of our lamented Hillhouse, I
perhaps took the hint of such a demoniacal possession; and though I employ it for a purpose so different...
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