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**xxx Excerpt from Translation: Compilation of the Organic Provisions of the Administration of Justice in Force in the Spanish Colonial Provinces,
and Appendices Relating Thereto; (1891) The legislation relating to the personnel of the administration of justice in the colonies and to the
organization of its courts is so extensive, so varying, and so contradictory, that a full review of the subject, no matter how succinctly made, would
require much more space than the limits of the present volume permit. We have, therefore, been obliged to confine ourselves to some of the more
essential laws, which may serve as a preparation to the study of the modern compilation. The first source of the law appears in the compilation of
laws of the Indies, which established numerous provisions referring to the various officials administering or assisting in the administration of justice;
but as practical needs went on demonstrating the deficiency of this compilation, new partial provisions were published from time to time, some by
the department of grace and justice, until 1851, when the colonial department (Ministerio de Ultramar) was created; the latter issued some more
provisions; and not a few were decreed by the governors-general of our possessions, as well as by the regents of the audiencias. In this way a
confusion of legal texts bearing on the matter was created, so that it is difficult to classify them systematically, as they are too numerous to be
mentioned in full. For these reasons, we mention only the most important provisions, in their chronological order. The royal instruction of June 20,
1776, given to the regents of the audiencias of the Indies, contained various rules on the administration and...
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