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privilege of raising the flag and firing the salute of thirteen guns on the Battery. Feasting and rejoicing, in public and private, followed this
memorable day. Yet the general joy was pervaded by a tone of sadness, which was none the less deep because it seldom found speech. New York
was soon to lose the hero who was the central figure in the festivities, and the hearts of soldiers and civilians alike were loath to part with him. On
the 4th of December, at noon, the principal officers of the army assembled at Fraunces s Tavern, which is vet standing in Broad street, at the corner
of Pearl, to take a final leave of their old commander. As Washington entered the room and met the saddened gaze of those who had been his
companions in so many scenes of danger and hardship, he lost his habitual self-control, and with difficulty regained command of his feelings. One
moment he gave to nature and to tears, and then mastered himself. Turning to the heroes from whom peace had now separated him, he said: With
a heart full of love and gratitude, | now take leave of you, most devoudy wishing that your latter days may he as prosperous and happy as your
former ones have been glorious and honorable. Then he added, with emotion: | cannot come to each of you to take...
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