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This report describes the technical approach used by Building America to determine the most cost effective pathways to achieve whole-house
energy savings goals. The report provides an overview of design/technology strategies leading to net zero energy buildings as the basis for analysis
of future residential system performance. The analysis approach is demonstrated by providing an initial comparison of the least-cost options
required to achieve 40 energy savings in five climate zones. The preliminary results from this study will be validated against field studies and
updated on an annual basis to reflect best available residential system cost/performance data from ongoing Building America research activities.
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