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Preface. A Summary of the Book The history that is about to be written, will be written from the perspective of one who at the time of writing is
already 93 years of age and who participated in a big way in the history of the times he lived in, who had a maternal grandfather who was also
involved in the history of the previous 70 years, who read one book every day from the age of 10 to the age of 80, who lived the lives and absorbed
the thoughts of the authors of 25,500 books he read, and who had a beloved teacher in history, the famous Jesuit Father Horacio de la Costa of
Ateneo, who began his lectures with What | am about to tell you is the chismis (gossip) of a nation aborning. From the perspective of the author,
Filipino people from the time they were discovered by Ferdinand Magellan in 1521, mercifully fell asleep, two oceans away from Mother Spain, were
spared the violence of war, the plagues. and the ferment of change that the whole continent of Europe was blighted with, and lived lives so much
better than the peasants of the advanced countries. It was only in the late 19th century after the opening of the Suez Canal, that the Filipinos woke
up, awakened by three heroes: Jose Rizal who inspired them to be a nation, Andres Bonifacio who inspired them to fight for their freedom, and
Emilio Aguinaldo who took on two great powers -- Spain which he defeated and the United States which defeated him - and in the process, forged a
nation for four glorious years from 1898 to 1902, gave...
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