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Which Art In Hope. As they pass from mortal life, Armand and Teresza Morelon, foremost of all the residents of the wholly ungoverned world of
Hope, lay a charge upon their granddaughter Althea: to break the lightspeed barrier, travel to Earth, and determine why no radio emissions from
the cradle of Mankind have reached Hope since the Spoonerite Hegira. It shapes the young polymaths life from that moment onward. Althea spends
her young adulthood playing Hopes equities market, amassing a fortune for her mission. At 30 she falls in love with Martin Forrestal, a genius of
another kind. The two are soon married. Jacksonville is in flux. Armand Morelon had facilitated a mass relocation from the Hopeless peninsula,
where Hopes undesirables had sheltered, to the Jacksonville region. Douglas Kramnik, patriarch of one of the relocated clans, seeks payback for the
long-ago diminution of his clan to outcast status. First, he seeks to marry Althea to his son and clan scion Barton. When Morelon matriarch Charisse
declines the offer, his resentments swell. They culminate in an attempt to thwart Bartons betrothal to Altheas cousin Nora, which elicits an
intervention by Althea herself. Charisse tries but fails to dissuade Althea from going to the stars. Her failure couples to her desire for power, and she
begins to scheme. Her attempts to become a local baroness are revealed through a discovery by Patrice Kramnik Morelon of irregularities in the
clans finances. It costs Charisse her position, but doesnt end her quest for power. After Althea and Martin have tested Freedoms Horizon, a ground-
to-orbit spaceplane, Martin presses her with his desire for children. It proves catastrophic: the child is stillborn. The birth leaves...
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