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*****Tom Malley is a young man of fifteen when he loses his parents on their way west. After caring for their bodies and not knowing what to do he
continued traveling northwest. Starving to death he was asleep and rode his horse right into an Indian village. The remote tribe had heard of the
white man but never seen one. They had a good laugh at his expense then took him in, taught him their language, and how to live in the harsh
winter environment. He quickly realized he knew less than the smallest of the tribe about the great mother earth. One day after the long winter,
while swimming in a snow melt stream with several braves, he dove to the bottom and found a gold nugget the size of a small bird egg. After
inspecting the mineral he looked around to his surprise he discovered he was swimming in a stream laced with gold nuggets. It became his habit to
swim often and collect the nuggets that were worthless to his adopted people. When returning from an elk hunt one day he was suddenly shot twice
by arrows. A jealous brave had seen the woman he wanted for a wife watching Tom and had shot the arrows. After healing from that incident Tom
was forced to move on. He took the gold he had hidden; traveled southeast, then with the mountain passes closing, he had to spend a lonely winter
in a valley filled with elk. It was well into spring when he got out of the mountains and met a trapper that partnered up with him for the rendezvous.
There he gets his first introduction...
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