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it was pointed out that: By the desultory and unsystematic methods of river and harbor improvements which have prevailed in this country up to
this time, neither the harbors nor the rivers are at all adequate to the needs of commerce. The navigable waterways at present are in detached
lengths, and not suited to economical transportation, and many are useless for a large part of the year. They should constitute connected systems,
so planned as to avoid transshipments. The value of these commercial channels is gradually but surely impressing itself upon our people. All admit
their cheapness for heavy traffic. The methods pursued in the prosecution of our national public works have been variable and unsystematic.
Appropriations have been secured most largely through local and sectional influence. The evils attendant upon the inception in Congress of these
works and in the introduction of various local schemes and projects are well understood. The waste of time in their discussion, the local jealousies,
the contests by members zealous for the interests of their districts and the danger of failure or of a veto are rightfully looked upon by an intelligent
public as unworthy of approval. In the execution of the works also there are many serious faults committed because...
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